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U.S. Department of Transportation Reduces
Burden on Local Governments
Final Rule Eliminates Dozens of Deadlines for
Replacing Traffic Signs, Simplifies Requirements
In May, 2012, the US Department of Transportation
eliminated 46 regulations on traffic signs to provide
more flexibility for state and local governments,
including allowing communities to replace traffic
signs when they are worn out rather than requiring
signs to be replaced by a specific date.
“Officials at the state and local levels are in the best
position to make decisions related to sign replacement
and other issues related to traffic management,” said
Federal Highway Administrator Victor Mendez.
“These changes will give them the flexibility they
need to make the best use of taxpayer dollars.”
The regulations establishing deadlines for street sign
replacement came from the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), which is a
compilation of national standards for all pavement
markings, street signs and traffic signals. The
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), which
has published the manual since 1971, updates it
periodically to accommodate changing transportation
needs and address new safety technologies, traffic
control tools, and traffic management techniques.
In August 2011, FHWA issued a Notice of Proposed
Amendments to eliminate the 46 deadlines, and
a final rule has been sent to the Federal Register
for publication. The final rule is available in the
docket, FHWA-2010-0159, available at http://www.
regulations.gov.

The deadlines requiring that certain street name
signs be replaced by 2018 to meet minimum
retro reflectivity standards and requiring larger
lettering on those street name signs are among the
deadlines that have been eliminated. The final rule
also eliminates deadlines for increasing the size of
various traffic signs, such as ‘Pass with Care’ and
‘Low Clearance.’ Instead, communities will be able
to replace and upgrade these signs when they reach
the end of their useful life.
In addition to eliminating the deadlines, FHWA will
allow communities to retain historic street-name
signs in historic districts.
The DOT has retained 12 deadlines for sign
upgrades that are critical to public safety. These
safety-critical sign upgrades include installing ONE
WAY signs at intersections with divided highways
or one-way streets and requiring STOP or YIELD
signs to be added at all railroad crossings that don’t
have train-activated automatic gates or flashing
lights.

What This Means to Counties
Elimination of deadlines and regulations could save
counties thousands of dollars in sign replacement
costs. For more information, refer to the MUTCD
published by the FHWA or contact your CTSI loss
prevention specialist.
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